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publish with ubc press
UBC Press publishes books by established and promising scholars. Our books
consistently garner praise and win awards for both content and design. This
has everything to do with the scholarly achievement of the authors we publish,
the Press’s own high standards in peer review, and a dedication to excellence
throughout the publishing process.
UBC Press welcomes new book proposals in planning & urban studies. They
should be sent by e-mail to Randy Schmidt, Senior Editor, at schmidt@ubcpress.ca.

Public Interest, Private
Property
Law and Planning Policy in Canada

Architecture and the Canadian
Fabric
Edited by Rhodri Windsor Liscombe

Edited by Anneke Smit and Marcia
Valiante

When it comes to urban planning, to what
extent and under what conditions should
the community’s interest prevail over the
rights of private property owners? Public
Interest, Private Property addresses
this question at a time when pollution,
urban sprawl, and condo booms are
forcing municipal governments to adopt
prescriptive laws and regulations. Case
studies focus on spheres in which public
values and private property rights collide
– expropriation law, natural resources
regulation, green development, or water
provision – laying the groundwork for
more active debates on the values and
interests currently shaping our cities.
Anneke Smit is an assistant professor in
the Faculty of Law, University of Windsor.
Marcia Valiante is a professor in the
Faculty of Law, University of Windsor.
304 pages, 6 x 9"
Forthcoming August 2015
978-0-7748-2931-1 hc $95.00
Forthcoming February 2016
978-0-7748-2932-8 pb $34.95
Urban Studies & Planning, Law,
Environmental Studies
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Architecture plays a powerful role
in nation building. Buildings and
monuments not only constitute the
built fabric of society, they reflect
the intersection of culture, politics,
economics, and aesthetics in distinct
social settings and distinct times. From
first contact to the postmodern city,
this anthology traces the interaction
between culture and politics as
reflected in Canadian architecture
and the infrastructure of ordinary life.
Whether focusing on the construction
of Parliament or exploring the ideas of
Marshall McLuhan and Arthur Erickson,
these highly original essays move beyond
considerations of authorship and style
to address cultural politics and insights
from race and gender studies and from
postcolonial and spatial theory.
Rhodri Windsor Liscombe is an
associate dean of graduate studies and
a professor in the Department of Art
History, Visual Art, and Theory at the
University of British Columbia.
536 pages, 6 x 9"
130 b&w illustrations
978-0-7748-1940-4 pb $39.95
978-0-7748-1939-8 hc $95.00
Architecture, Canadian Art & Design

Planning Toronto, 1940 to 1980
The Planners, the Plans, and Their
Legacies
Richard White

Sex and the Revitalized City
Gender, Condominium
Development, and Urban
Citizenship
Leslie Kern

This comprehensive history of planning
in and around Toronto since the Second
World War covers planning at all levels –
neighbourhood, city, metropolitan, and
regional – and ranges from a close analysis
of individual plans – their intellectual
roots, contents, and implementation – to a
broader discussion of the cultural context
in which these plans were conceived.
Although Toronto’s planning is often
celebrated, its planning history is not very
well known. This book elucidates not only
this history, but also the forces at work
and the personal agents involved, paying
particular attention to the international
context. It argues that most of Toronto’s
significant plans were shaped by ideas
from elsewhere and brought to the city
through transnational professional
connections.
Richard White teaches in the
Department of Historical Studies at the
University of Toronto, Mississauga.
Forthcoming September 2015
Urban Studies & Planning, History

When a recent wave of condominium
development overtook Toronto, women
emerged as powerful consumers, and
reports claimed that home ownership was
offering young, single women freedom,
financial independence, and personal
security. Sex and the Revitalized City
examines the truth of these claims by
exploring the phenomenon from the
perspective of women condo owners
and planners and developers. This fresh
perspective on urban revitalization
reveals that condo ownership is not
freeing women from constraints –
neoliberal ideologies are remaking
women’s relationship with the city in
the image of fast capital and consumer
citizenship. Women’s emancipation
through condominium ownership is a
marketing ploy rather than a major shift
in gender relations.
Leslie Kern is an assistant professor
of women's studies at Mount Allison
University.
256 pages, 6.25 x 9.25"
13 b&w photos
978-0-7748-1823-0 pb $32.95
978-0-7748-1822-3 hc $85.00
Urban Studies & Planning, Sociology &
Gender, Women's Studies
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Suburb, Slum, Urban Village
Transformations in Toronto's
Parkdale Neighbourhood,
1875-2002

Thinking Planning and
Urbanism
Beth Moore Milroy

Carolyn Whitzman

Suburb, Slum, Urban Village examines
the relationship between image and
reality for one city neighbourhood –
Toronto’s Parkdale. Carolyn Whitzman
tracks Parkdale’s story across three
eras: its early decades as a politically
independent suburb of the industrial
city; its half-century of ostensible decline
toward becoming a slum; and its postindustrial period of transformation
into a revitalized urban village. This
book also shows how Parkdale’s image
influenced planning policy for the
neighbourhood. Whitzman demonstrates
that image and reality have not always
correlated for Parkdale. Parkdale’s
changing image stood in stark contrast
to its real social conditions. Nevertheless,
this image became a self-fulfilling
prophecy, as it contributed to increasingly
discriminatory planning practices for
Parkdale in the late twentieth century.
Carolyn Whitzman is a senior
lecturer in urban planning at the
University of Melbourne.
240 pages, 6 x 9"
7 b&w photos, 7 tables, 5 maps
978-0-7748-1536-9 pb $29.95
978-0-7748-1535-2 hc $85.00
Urban Studies & Planning, Historical
Geography, Canadian Social History
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When manufacturers and retailers vacate
traditional locations, they leave holes
in a city’s fabric that signal a shifting
urban-industrial terrain. Who should
mend these spaces, and how should they
approach the problem? Using Toronto’s
Dundas Square and surrounding area
as a case study, this book meticulously
reconstructs the redevelopment process
to explore the theories and practices
used. It traces the labyrinth of competing
interests that can sideline and nearly
overwhelm the public planning function.
In these circumstances, Moore Milroy
concludes that practising planners are
marooned by planning theories that
begin from the premise that urban
space is a social construction and only
secondarily a function of technology and
aesthetics.
Beth Moore Milroy, professor emerita,
is former director of the School of
Urban and Regional Planning at Ryerson
University and a Fellow of the Canadian
Institute of Planners.
336 pages, 6.5 x 9"
22 b&w photos, 8 maps
978-0-7748-1615-1 pb $34.95
978-0-7748-1614-4 hc $85.00
Urban Studies & Planning

Tales of Two Cities
Women and Municipal
Restructuring in London and
Toronto

The Vancouver Achievement
Urban Planning and Design
John Punter

Sylvia Bashevkin

How does reshaping local government
affect citizen involvement in public
life? As cities move between centralized
and decentralized governance and
conservative and progressive leadership,
what brings out the best and the worst
in civic engagement? In this thoughtprovoking book, Sylvia Bashevkin
examines the consequences of divergent
restructuring experiences in London
and Toronto. By focusing on the forced
amalgamation of local boroughs in
Toronto and the creation of a new
metropolitan authority in London, she
explores the fallout for women as urban
citizens. Ultimately, context is crucial
to whether municipal change signals
pessimism or promise.
Sylvia Bashevkin is a senior fellow
at Massey College, a fellow of the Royal
Society of Canada, and a professor of
political science at the University of
Toronto.
200 pages, 6 x 9"
978-0-7748-1279-5 pb $30.95
978-0-7748-1278-8 hc $85.00

The first comprehensive account of
contemporary planning and urban design
practice in any Canadian city, this book
examines the development of Vancouver’s
unique approach to zoning, planning,
and urban design from its inception in
the early 1970s to its maturity in the
management of urban change at the
beginning of the twenty-first century. By
the late 1990s, Vancouver had established
a reputation in North America for its
planning achievement, especially for its
creation of a participative, responsive,
and design-led approach to urban
regeneration and redevelopment. The
Vancouver Achievement explains the
evolution and evaluates the outcomes
of Vancouver’s unique system of
discretionary zoning.
John Punter is a professor of urban
design in the Department of City and
Regional Planning at Cardiff University,
Wales.
480 pages, 6 x 9"
129 b&w illustrations and photos, 5 maps
978-0-7748-0972-6 pb $39.95
978-0-7748-0971-9 hc $85.00
Urban Studies & Planning, Architecture

Urban Studies & Planning, Feminist
Studies, Women's Studies, Urban
Regional Politics
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Inventing Stanley Park
An Environmental History
Sean Kheraj

Perverse Cities
Hidden Subsidies, Wonky Policy,
and Urban Sprawl
Pamela Blais

Winner 2014 CLIO Prize for BC,
Canadian Historical Association
In early December 2006, a powerful
windstorm ripped through Vancouver’s
Stanley Park. The storm transformed the
city’s most treasured landmark into a
tangle of splintered trees and shattered
a decades-old vision of the park as
timeless virgin wilderness. In Inventing
Stanley Park, Sean Kheraj traces how the
tension between popular expectations
of idealized nature and the volatility of
complex ecosystems helped transform
the landscape of one of the world’s most
famous urban parks. This beautifully
illustrated book not only depicts the
natural and cultural forces that shaped
the park’s landscape, it also examines the
roots of our complex relationship with
nature.
Sean Kheraj is an assistant professor
in the Department of History at York
University.
304 pages, 6 x 9"
51 b&w photos, 11 maps, 1 chart
978-0-7748-2425-5 pb $29.95
978-0-7748-2424-8 hc $95.00
Urban Studies & Planning,
Environmental History, BC History
Nature | History | Society Series
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Shortlisted 2011 Donner Prize for
Best Book in Canadian Public Policy,
The Donner Foundation
Urban sprawl – low-density subdivisions
and business parks, big box stores and
mega-malls – has increasingly come to
define city growth despite decades of
planning and policy. In Perverse Cities,
Pamela Blais argues that flawed public
policies and mis-pricing create hidden,
“perverse” subsidies and incentives
that promote sprawl while discouraging
more efficient and sustainable urban
forms – clearly not what most planners
and environmentalists have in mind. She
makes the case for accurate pricing and
better policy to curb sprawl and shows
how this can be achieved in practice
through a range of market-oriented tools
that promote efficient, sustainable cities.
Pamela Blais is a city planner and
principal of Toronto-based Metropole
Consultants.
294 pages, 6 x 9"
2 graphs, 8 tables
978-0-7748-1896-4 pb $39.95
978-0-7748-1895-7 hc $85.00
Urban Studies & Planning, Canadian
Urban & Regional Politics, Sociology

Planning the New Suburbia
Flexibility by Design
Avi Friedman

The Proposal Economy
Neoliberal Citizenship in “Ontario’s
Most Historic Town”
Pamela Stern and Peter V. Hall

The suburbs house two-thirds of North
America’s population and are the
subject of much debate and criticism.
Planning the New Suburbia explores
this phenomenon and proposes
ways to respond to the challenge
of creating affordable, adaptable,
and environmentally sustainable
neighbourhoods. Avi Friedman surveys
the evolution of urban planning and
the the development of North American
suburbs. He suggests new methods
of design and regulation that would
enable urban planners to conceive
and inhabitants to adapt suburban
communities and homes to their evolving
needs, including changing family sizes,
aging populations, or new working
conditions. Rather than dismissing a
suburb as an unattractive, impersonal
sprawl, Friedman shows how they can be
modified into an affordable, sustainable,
and adaptable community.
Avi Friedman is a professor in the
School of Architecture and co-founder of
the Affordable Homes Program at McGill
University.
224 pages, 9 x 8"
120 b&w illustrations, 53 b&w photos
978-0-7748-0859-0 pb $32.95
978-0-7748-0858-3 hc $85.00
Architecture & Construction, Urban
Studies & Planning

What are the attributes of “good
citizenship?” How has this changed as
neoliberal ideas have come to dominate
public and political life? This book,
based on extended ethnographic and
multi-method research in a small town
in Canada, examines the multiple ways
that development proposal writing is
intertwined with neoliberal citizenship.
The authors argue that the citizens of
Cobalt, Ontario, have become entrenched
in a “proposal economy,” a system that
empowers them to imagine, engage, and
propose but not to count on the state
to provide certain services. This book
adds new perspectives on the ways that
citizenship is produced and reproduced
under conditions of neoliberalism.
Pamela Stern is a sociocultural
anthropologist at Simon Fraser
University. Peter V. Hall is an economic
geographer and an associate professor of
urban studies at Simon Fraser University.
240 pages, 6 x 9"
19 b&w photos, 1 map
July 2015
978-0-7748-2822-2 pb $34.95
December 2014
978-0-7748-2821-5 hc $95.00
Urban Studies & Planning, Canadian
Public Policy & Administration
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Rediscovering Thomas Adams
Rural Planning and Development in
Canada

Planning Canadian Regions
Gerald Hodge and Ira M. Robinson

Edited by Wayne J. Caldwell

Suburbanization, affordable housing,
mass transportation, loss of fertile lands
– these are modern problems, yet they
are not new. Thomas Adams grappled
with these same issues nearly a century
ago, when he wrote Rural Planning and
Development, a book that quickly became
a touchstone for planners and planning
in Canada. Reprinted for the first time
and updated with commentaries by
leading Canadian planners, this book
highlights Adams’ influence on the
planning profession and the continued
relevance of his comprehensive vision
for planning – to move beyond the
demands of the moment to embrace longterm strategies for building stronger
rural communities.

Planning Canadian Regions is the first
book to consolidate the history, evolution,
current practice, and future prospects
for regional planning in Canada. As
planners grapple with challenges
wrought by globalization, the evolution
of massive new city-regions, and the
pressures of sustainable and community
development, a deeper understanding of
Canada’s approaches is invaluable. Hodge
and Robinson identify the conceptual
and historical foundations of regional
planning and propose a new planning
paradigm that emphasizes regional
governance and greater inclusiveness
and integration of physical planning with
planning for economic sustainability and
natural ecosystems.

Wayne J. Caldwell is a professor
of rural planning in the School of
Environmental Design and Rural
Development at the University of Guelph.

Gerald Hodge is a professor emeritus
at the School of Urban and Regional
Planning at Queen’s University. Ira
M. Robinson is a professor emeritus
of Urban Planning at the University of
Calgary.

428 pages, 6 x 9"
80 illustrations
978-0-7748-1924-4 pb $39.95
978-0-7748-1923-7 hc $95.00

486 pages, 6 x 9"
10 maps, 11 b&w illustrations, 15 tables
978-0-7748-0851-4 pb $39.95
978-0-7748-0850-7 hc $95.00

Rural Studies & Planning, Historical
Geography

Urban Studies & Planning, Canadian
Urban & Regional Politics
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Reconstructing Kobe
The Geography of Crisis and
Opportunity

Land Politics and Livelihoods
on the Margins of Hanoi,
1920-2010

David W. Edgington

Danielle Labbé

The Hanshin Earthquake was the
largest disaster to affect postwar
Japan and one of the most destructive
postwar natural disasters to strike a
developed country. Although the media
focused on the disaster’s immediate
effects, the long-term reconstruction
efforts have gone largely unexplored.
Drawing on extensive fieldwork, David
Edgington records the first ten years of
reconstruction and recovery and asks
whether planners successfully exploited
opportunities to make a more sustainable
and disaster-proof city. This book is
an intricate investigation of one of the
largest redevelopment projects in recent
memory.

In the late 1990s, planning authorities in
the Vietnamese capital of Hanoi pushed
the imaginary line between city and
country several kilometres westward,
engulfing dozens of rural settlements.
This book explores how one such village,
Hoa Muc, rapidly transitioned into an
urban neighbourhood, and the state
regulations and early urban changes
that drove this transformation. The
compelling story of this single village is
both a portrait of a population that has
endured despite drastic upheavals and
a new analytical window into Vietnam’s
ongoing urban transition.

David W. Edgington is a former
director of the Centre for Japanese
Research and a professor of geography at
the University of British Columbia.
328 pages, 6 x 9"
45 b&w photos, 21 maps, 28 charts, 27 tables
978-0-7748-1757-8 pb $45.00
978-0-7748-1756-1 hc $95.00

Danielle Labbé is a professor of urban
planning at the Université de Montréal.
228 pages, 6 x 9"
9 maps, 8 photos, 1 table
978-0-7748-2668-6 pb $29.95
978-0-7748-2667-9 hc $95.00
Urban Studies & Planning, Southeast
Asian Studies

Urban Studies & Planning, Japanese
Studies
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Governing Ourselves?
The Politics of Canadian
Communities

Leviathan Undone?
Towards a Political Economy
of Scale

Mary Louise McAllister

Roger Keil and Rianne Mahon

Winner 2005 Outstanding Academic
Title, Choice Magazine

Caught in the trap of the nation-state
and frozen in postwar bloc logic, critical
political economy has been found
wanting when it comes to problematizing
space and scale. Globalization and the
rise of world cities and regions have
shaken the discipline’s foundations and
fostered new interest in the concept of
scale. Leviathan Undone? brings together
leading theorists and scholars from a
variety of disciplines to develop a new
language to understand the spatial
restructuring that has accompanied
globalization. By treating scale as the core
concept of our time, these innovative,
groundbreaking essays bring a new
sensibility to classical and contemporary
concerns in Canadian and international
political economy.

Given the pressures of integration and
assimilation, how are people within
communities able to make decisions
about their own environment, whether
individually or collectively? Governing
Ourselves? explores issues of influence
and power within local institutions and
decision-making processes using numerous
illustrations from municipalities across
Canada. It shows how communities large
and small, from Toronto to Iqaluit, have
distinctive political cultures and therefore
respond differently to changing global
and domestic environments. Case studies
illuminate historical and contemporary
challenges to local governance. This
book covers topics including government
structures and institutions and
intergovernmental relations and reaches
more broadly into geography, urban
planning, environmental studies, public
administration, and sociology.
Mary Louise McAllister is an
associate professor in the Department of
Environment and Resource Studies at the
University of Waterloo.
352 pages, 6.5 x 9.5"
62 b&w illustrations, 3 tables, 1 map
978-0-7748-1063-0 pb $39.95
978-0-7748-1062-3 hc $85.00
Urban & Regional Politics
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Roger Keil is a professor in the Faculty
of Environmental Studies and director
of the City Institute at York University.
Rianne Mahon holds the CIGI chair in
comparative social policy at the Balsillie
School of International Affairs at Wilfrid
Laurier University.
380 pages, 6 x 9"
6 b&w photos, 2 tables
978-0-7748-1631-1 pb $34.95
978-0-7748-1630-4 hc $85.00
Globalization, Political Theory &
Philosophy

Indigenous in the City
Contemporary Identities and
Cultural Innovation

The Culture of Flushing
A Social and Legal History of
Sewage

Edited by Evelyn Peters and Chris
Andersen

Jamie Benidickson

Research on Indigenous issues rarely
focuses on life in major metropolitan
centres. Instead, there is a tendency to
frame rural locations as emblematic
of authentic or “real” Indigeneity.
While such a perspective may support
Indigenous struggles for territory and
recognition, it fails to account for large
swaths of contemporary Indigenous
realities, including the increased
presence of Indigenous people in cities.
The contributors to this volume explore
the implications of urbanization on the
production of distinctive Indigenous
identities in Canada, the US, New
Zealand, and Australia. In doing so, they
demonstrate the resilience, creativity,
and complexity of the urban Indigenous
presence.
Evelyn Peters is a professor and Canada
Research Chair in Urban and Inner City
Studies at the University of Winnipeg.
Chris Andersen is an associate
professor and director of the Rupertsland
Centre for Métis Research in the Faculty of
Native Studies at the University of Alberta.
428 pages, 6 x 9"
8 graphs, 6 maps, 2 diagrams
978-0-7748-2465-1 pb $34.95
978-0-7748-2464-4 hc $95.00

The flush of a toilet is routine. It is
safe, efficient, necessary, nonpolitical,
and utterly unremarkable. Yet Jamie
Benidickson’s examination of the social
and legal history of sewage in Canada, the
United States, and the United Kingdom
demonstrates that the uncontroversial
reputation of flushing is deceptive. The
Culture of Flushing investigates and
clarifies the murky evolution of waste
treatment. It is particularly relevant in a
time when community water quality can
no longer be taken for granted.
Jamie Benidickson teaches at the
Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa.
He is the author of Idleness, Water, and
a Canoe: Reflections on Paddling for
Pleasure and other publications on the
environment, water law, and social
history.
432 pages, 6 x 9"
16 b&w illustrations
978-0-7748-1292-4 pb $30.95
978-0-7748-1291-7 hc $85.00
Environmental Technology,
Environmental History, Resource
Management, Canadian Public Policy &
Administration
Nature | History | Society Series

Aboriginal Studies, Urban Studies,
Sociology
Planning & Urban Studies
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Review Copies
Please submit review requests to Kerry Kilmartin, Publicity and Events Manager,
at kilmartin@ubcpress.ca, or fax 604.822.6083.
Note: all review copy titles are provided at the publisher’s discretion.

Examination Copies
If you are an instructor, UBC Press invites you to request, on departmental letterhead
or via a departmental e-mail address, the title you wish to consider for course adoption.
Please state the course name, semester, anticipated enrolment, and the book currently
in use. Paperback titles of interest for courses may be available before their paperback
release date. Please contact Harmony Johnson, Academic Sales Manager, at johnson@
ubcpress.ca, 604.822.1978, or toll free 1.877.377.9378.
UBC Press charges a shipping-and-handling fee for each examination copy requested.
The fee is $8.50 per title in Canada, and $15.00 per title in the US. Please include
payment with your request. Titles will be provided at our discretion. Thank you.

E-books
Individuals can now obtain UBC Press titles in e-book format from Google and Kobo.
Selected new titles are released as e-books shortly after print publication.
UBC Press titles are available to libraries in e-book (pdf ) format on Ingram Content
Group’s MyiLibrary platform, through the ebrary interface, and through EBSCO.
E-book technology and availability is constantly changing. Please continue to check our
website at www.ubcpress.ca for more information on our e-book program. If you don’t
find what you are looking for, or have questions about UBC Press e-books in general,
please contact Laraine Coates, Marketing Manager, at coates@ubcpress.ca.

Ordering
Canada

USA

UTP Distribution
5201 Dufferin Street
Toronto, Ontario M3H 5T8
Phone:
1 800 565 9523 / 416 667 7791
Fax:
1 800 221 9985 / 416 667 7832
E-mail: utpbooks@utpress.utoronto.ca

University of Washington Press
c/o Hopkins Fulfillment Service
PO Box 50370
Baltimore, MD 21211-4370 USA
Phone:
1 800 537 5487 / 410 516 6956
E-mail: hfscustserv@press.jhu.edu

Prices are subject to change.
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