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Beginning in Spring 2004, UBC Press will publish a groundbreaking
new series that examines the status of Canadian democracy at the outset
of the 21st century. The result of a milestone research project of the
Centre for Canadian Studies at Mount Allison University, the Canadian
Democratic Audit series makes a monumental contribution to our
understanding of political life in Canada. 

Much has been written in recent years concerning the ‘democratic
deficit and malaise’ afflicting Canada, and there is substantial evidence
that many citizens are dissatisfied with the state of our democratic
practices and institutions. At the same time, new phenomena such as
increased pressures of globalization and changing communications
technologies pose new challenges to Canadian politics. To consider
these issues, a team of top political scientists from across the country
has come together to conduct the 21st century’s first wide-ranging
examination of democracy in Canada. 

The audit comprises a series of volumes, each examining a different
aspect of Canadian democracy. Throughout the series, three central
questions guide the investigation: How participatory is Canadian
democracy? How responsive are our political institutions? How inclusive
is our public decision making? 

Expertly designed to introduce students at all levels to the fundamentals
of Canada’s democratic institutions, this series will also be of interest
to scholars, policymakers, journalists, politicians, and anybody interested
in the current state of democracy in Canada.
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The audit was spearheaded and coordinated by William Cross, Director
of the Centre for Canadian Studies at Mount Allison University, and a
national Advisory Council that includes R. Kenneth Carty (University of
British Columbia), Elisabeth Gidengil (McGill University), Richard
Sigurdson (University of New Brunswick), Frank Strain (Mount Allison
University), and Michael Tucker (Mount Allison University).

The Canadian Democratic Audit volumes will be available in French
from les Presses de l'Université Laval

Further information on the Canadian Democratic Audit project can be
found on the audit website at www.CanadianDemocraticAudit.ca




