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Note on Names

The transcription for Chinese names is in Pinyin, except for a very few 
names that are better known through transliteration in the traditional 
manner. Thus, Sun Yat-sen and Chiang Kai-shek are used, for instance, 
instead of Sun Yixian and Jiang Jieshi. In some cases, for the sake of 
clarity, I have included alternate readings in parentheses when a name 
is cited the first time. As with Japanese names in the text, family names 
are placed before given names.
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Select Street Names in Shanghai

Former Name Current Name

Alcock Road Anguo Road
Avenue Edward VII East Yan’an Road
Avenue Foch Yan’an Zhang Road and West Jinling Road
Avenue Joffre Huaihai Zhong Road
Bubbling Well Road West Nanjing Road
Bund Zhongshan Dongyi Road
Foochow Road Fuzhou Road
Great Western Road West Yan’an Road
Kiukiang Road Jiujiang Road
Museum Road Huqiu Road
Nanking Road Nanjing Road
North Szechuen Road North Sichuan Road
Peking Road Beijing Road
rue Bourgeat Changle Road
rue Cardinal Mercier South Maoming Road
rue Corneille Gaolan Road
rue Lafayette Fuxing Zhong Road
Seward Road East Changzhi Road
Yangtzepoo Road Yangshupu Road
Yu Yuen Road Yu Yuan Road

Source: Marcia R. Ristaino, Port of Last Resort: Diaspora Communities of Shanghai (Stanford, CA: 
Stanford University Press, 2001), 285-86.
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Abbreviations

CIM China Inland Mission
CLS Christian Literature Society
CPR Canadian Pacific Railway
CWCC Catholic Welfare Committee of China
DTC Department of Trade and Commerce
GMD Guomindang (National People’s Party)
IPR Institute of Pacific Relations
PLA People’s Liberation Army
PRC People’s Republic of China
SMC Shanghai Municipal Council
UCC United Church of Canada
UNRRA United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration
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Prologue: 
The Gateway to China

On a muggy day in July 1669, René-Robert Cavelier de La Salle embarked 
from Ville-Marie, now Montreal, with a hastily assembled flotilla of nine 
canoes. His self-declared objective was to be the first to reach the Ohio 
River, “the way to the Southern Sea, and thereby the route to China,” a 
mission that suited his wayfaring nature. Only two years earlier, he had 
arrived in New France with neither profession nor money, his restless 
and independent spirit having caused him to leave the Jesuit order in 
France. Thanks to his brother, a priest in the rival Sulpician congrega-
tion, he had obtained a seigneury at Côte Saint-Sulpice on the island of 
Montreal, an estate he soon neglected. On selling the property, La Salle 
felt sufficiently funded and unattached to satisfy his inveterate wander-
lust, soon attracting a band of equally avid adventurers.1

 La Salle’s expedition, however, proved a dismal failure. As many had 
feared, he and his companions lacked the stamina and expertise required 
for such an enterprise. Without a guide, the group ventured blindly into 
the North American interior, unfamiliar with its unforgiving geography 
and the ways of its indigenous inhabitants. Contrary to his claim of 
fluency in the Iroquois language, La Salle shocked his fellow travellers 
by being unable to speak it at all, relying solely on a Dutch interpreter 
who was poorly versed in French. After much hardship and illness, La 
Salle returned to Quebec within the year and was once again penniless. 
Although his exact itinerary was later disputed, he most likely had not 
discovered the Ohio or Mississippi Rivers on this journey. His hopes 
dashed, he certainly had not found the way to China. According to some 
accounts, his hapless companions were soon mocked as “les chinois” 
and his former seigneury became known as “la petite Chine” (or simply 
“Lachine”) in derision for his ambitious but alas unsuccessful quest.2
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4 Chasing the Dragon in Shanghai

 La Salle’s dream of a shorter route to Asia, albeit unfulfilled in his 
lifetime, continued to captivate many. Equally intrepid adventurers 
sought access to the lucrative spice trade of the Indies, even by way of 
a northwest passage. The first European to cross the continent was the 
Scottish explorer Alexander Mackenzie, who reached the Pacific coast 
in 1793. This was, incidentally, the same year that Lord Macartney led 
a British mission to China, where he failed to convince the Qianlong 
emperor to ease restrictions on trade. Western missionaries were driven 
by a religious zeal to save souls, though a few took up mercantile pursuits 
as well. The Jesuits, for instance, conducted an active ginseng trade 
between Canada, Europe, and Asia. Two of the order’s members, Adrien 
Greslon and Pierre d’Incarville, actually made their way from New France 
to the Middle Kingdom via Europe. In his history of China, Greslon 
made the astounding claim of meeting there a Huron woman whom he 
had known in Canada. D’Incarville served for nine years in New France 
before going to China, where he became director of the imperial garden 
in Beijing (Peking).3

 The westward pull provided a major impetus for the development of 
North America. Under French and, after 1763, British auspices, strategic 
factors led to attempts to forge direct links between Europe and Asia that 
were cheaper, faster, and safer than routes around the Horn of Africa or 
through the turbulent Near East. The process was enhanced in the late 
nineteenth century with the arrival of the transcontinental railway, as 
well as trans-Pacific cables, steamship lines, and mail routes. Such ad-
vances were accompanied, indeed enabled, by the new phenomenon of 
Asian immigration, as labourers, particularly from China, built the 
railroad and later staffed the ocean liners. Benefiting from the ties of 
empire, Canada realized its position first as an important partner in 
East-West trade and later as an emerging Pacific power in its own right. 
By 1929, Canada had established a diplomatic presence in Asia by open-
ing a legation in Tokyo, its third such office overseas, and a network of 
trade offices across the region.4

 Canada’s early presence in the Pacific, as elsewhere, was shaped largely 
by British influences. Yet, accounts of its involvement in the region 
usually have emphasized official relations and a certain Eurocentrism. 
Surveys of Canada’s role in world affairs often pass over its Pacific per-
sona, reflecting an era in which Canadians looked more to Europe than 
Asia. Early studies have highlighted the impact of North Atlantic diplo-
macy and missionary work, with little attention to business interests 
and cultural perceptions. Few commentators have seen the need for a 
comprehensive history of Canada’s Pacific relations. But despite this 
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5Prologue

North Atlantic focus, Asian nations, particularly China, had a significant 
impact on the lives, work, and imagination of many Canadians. Begin-
ning with missionaries and facilitated by imperial ties, many took a great 
interest in the region, even if their impressions were at times biased, 
inaccurate, and erroneous.
 This book seeks to redress this imbalance by examining Canada’s in-
volvement in what was arguably East Asia’s most dynamic centre before 
1950. To the extent that Canadians thought of the region at all during 
this era, few cities captured their attention and imagination more than 
Shanghai, the gateway to China. By the late 1930s, the metropolis had 
become Asia’s largest (and the world’s sixth), attracting over 250 Can-
adian residents and an even greater number of visitors. More often than 
not, they arrived on Canadian Pacific’s majestic Empress liners, the most 
luxurious to call at Shanghai, to discover a city that was both Western 
and Chinese. Among those who remained, some gained prominence in 
Shanghai’s foreign community in business, religion, education, social 
welfare, and even the city’s nefarious underworld. Like La Salle before 
them, many entertained visions that did not correspond entirely to real-
ity. To some, Shanghai seemed to offer unlimited financial promise as 
China’s economic hub. Others came in search of employment that could 
not be found at home. Still others came to save souls, nourish bodies, 
and educate minds, eager to reform the social ills prevalent in the City 
of Sin. Many sought freedom from political and religious authorities, 
coming to Shanghai because it seemed a safe haven for all.
 Like other foreigners, Canadians who arrived in Shanghai, especially 
during its heyday of the 1930s, were struck by how Western it appeared. 
As they steamed up the Huangpu River toward the city of 4 million, they 
admired the impressive waterfront known as the Bund (a term derived 
from a Hindi-Urdu word), whose art deco high-rises rivalled those of 
New York. Gazing upriver, they saw the smaller French Bund with its 
banks, churches, and semaphore tower that relayed data from the Jesuit 
meteorological station at the Zikawei mission, in the present-day district 
of Xujiahui. Nearby they noted the legendary Shanghai Club, whose 
110-foot bar was reputedly the world’s longest, and the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank, whose great dome and bronze lions symbolized Western 
confidence. Buildings further along the Bund enhanced this facade of 
strength. With its graceful Edwardian lines, the Palace Hotel kept watch 
over where the Bund met Nanjing (Nanking) Road, the city’s main 
thoroughfare. Flanking it were the North China Daily News Building, 
where Canada had its trade office, and the Cathay Hotel, whose pyramid 
roof sheltered the penthouse of Sir Victor Sassoon, the city’s wealthiest 
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6 Chasing the Dragon in Shanghai

real estate tycoon. To Vincent Massey, who led a Canadian delegation 
to an Institute of Pacific Relations conference in 1931, Shanghai’s “oc-
cidental” character showed “the blessings of Western civilization planted 
on Eastern soil.” He credited its success as a modern city to foreigners 
and especially the British:

The foreigner, chiefly the British foreigner, has done an amazing piece 
of work in turning what was a mere mud flat into a well-governed, or-
dered city, the metropolis of the Orient. If one wants to conjure up the 
commercial possibilities which it represents, one has to think of the St. 
Lawrence and the Hudson and the Mississippi Rivers thrown together 
and the seaport which would result at the mouth would be comparable 
to Shanghai.5

 On disembarking at Hongkou (Hongkew), however, such first impres-
sions were quickly dispelled. Like other passengers, Canadian visitors 
were immediately accosted by sights, sounds, and smells that indicated 
they were no longer in the West. Missionaries looked aghast at the flurry 
of half-naked and even barefoot rickshaw pullers who jostled through 
the chaotic traffic, their hunger pangs often dulled by opium. The black 
mud’s pungent odour hung heavy in the air, mixing with the stench of 
refuse, sweat, and other signs of toiling humanity. Deluged by a cac-
ophony of pidgin, newcomers were mystified by the odd hybrid of 
English, Chinese, and other tongues. Spanning the Suzhou Creek, the 
Garden Bridge provided a gateway to Western privilege, giving access 
to the orderly streets of the business district and, further on, the tree-
lined boulevards of the French concession. In the Bund’s Public Garden 
just in front of the British consulate, curious visitors looked in vain for 
an infamous sign that supposedly banned dogs and Chinese. To experi-
ence the real China, the more adventurous explored the old Chinese 
city, a circular maze of lanes, alleys, and lilong houses beyond French-
town. More exotic still was the Great World amusement centre, its six 
floors of licit as well as forbidden pleasures leading some inexorably to 
the famed red light district nearby on Fuzhou (Foochow) Road. With 
hundreds of cabarets and nightclubs, an even greater number of opium 
dens, a flourishing gangster underworld, and more than a hundred 
thousand prostitutes, the city had truly earned its reputation as the 
“whore of the East.”6

 Shanghai represented the best and worst of intercultural contact. A 
later visitor found it “as crowded as Calcutta, as decadent as Berlin, as 
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snooty as Paris[, and] as jazzy as New York.” British writer Aldous Huxley 
likened the city to “life itself,” claiming “nothing more intensely living 
can be imagined.” After the First Opium War (1839-42), Shanghai became 
one of five treaty ports in China; the largely British and American Inter-
national Settlement formed a year after the French set up their own 
concession in 1862. Although the population remained largely Chinese, 
even in the concessions, people from various nationalities lived in close 
quarters and, apart from periodic unrest, in relative harmony. By 1930, 
Shanghai had become Asia’s most cosmopolitan city with nearly 60,000 
foreign residents, including 9,331 British, 3,614 Americans, 1,776 French, 
7,687 Russians, and 25,650 Japanese, among many other ethnic groups.7

 These nationalities all enriched concession culture, each in its own 
way. British life centred on the Shanghai Club, the racecourse, Holy 
Trinity Cathedral, and the British consulate, reflecting a dominant role 
in municipal administration and public order. The French supported 
the Cercle sportif français and collèges classiques, though the greater 
openness of their concession made it a haven for organized crime. 
Hongkou attracted Japanese and Americans, the former creating Little 
Tokyo and the latter setting up St. John’s University and the Young Men’s 
Christian Association (YMCA). As stateless refugees, White Russians were 
relegated to menial jobs that most Westerners did not do, working as 
bodyguards, cabaret dancers, and even rickshaw pullers. Sikh officers 
directed traffic, whereas Jewish families, among them the Sassoons and 
the Hardoons, made their mark in business. At its worst, Shanghai was 
a bastion of Western privilege, its foreign residents exempt from Chinese 
law under the practice known as extraterritoriality. At its best, the city 
was a novel experiment in international living that flourished until 1949, 
after which Communist bureaucrats sought to redistribute its wealth 
and population to the rest of China.

Contact Zones and Cultural Encounters
Given Shanghai’s recent return as China’s economic and cultural centre, 
this account highlights its role in Canada’s early relations with the world’s 
most populous country. Long before Ottawa opened an embassy in 
Nationalist China in 1943 and officially recognized the People’s Republic 
of China in 1970, Canada had a strong presence in China’s largest city. 
As one of the greatest concentrations of Canadians abroad, these sojourn-
ers used Shanghai as a base of operations for China and often for all of 
Asia. At first, this presence took the form of missionaries, traders, and 
government officials who worked through the British imperial network 
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8 Chasing the Dragon in Shanghai

to accomplish their aims. Following the lead of shipping, resource, and 
insurance firms, Ottawa opened a trade office in Shanghai in 1906, 
upgrading its agent to the rank of trade commissioner three years later. 
In 1919, a Canadian Association was founded in the city, marking a shift 
from a colonial mindset to a more national consciousness. Canadians 
benefited from Shanghai’s economic growth between the wars, though 
they also experienced occupation and internment during Sino-Japanese 
hostilities. Peace in 1945 came with freedom but also economic and 
political uncertainty. By the early 1950s, cosmopolitanism had turned 
to isolationism, and most Canadians were obliged to leave Shanghai 
after having lived a distinctive experience in one of the world’s great 
cities.
 As part of a vibrant international community, Canadians in Shang-
hai interacted with other foreign residents and Chinese in a cultural 
borderland. Prior to 1950, in fact, Shanghai was an excellent example 
of what social scientists have more recently termed a cultural “contact 
zone.” The expression was developed by literary theorist Mary Louise 
Pratt in 1991 to refer to, as she defined it, “social spaces where cultures 
meet, clash, and grapple with each other, often in contexts of highly 
asymmetrical relations of power, such as colonialism, slavery, or their 
aftermaths.”8 Pratt first used the term to analyze Western-indigenous 
contact in seventeenth-century South America, prompting others to 
apply it to European encounters with local populations in North America 
and Asia, as well as among Asians themselves.9 She provided a detailed 
treatment of the phenomenon in her book Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing 
and Transculturation, an insightful study of cultural relations. Among 
Canadian historians, Cecilia Morgan also has examined travel writings 
to show how much they revealed about a group’s cultural self-awareness. 
Her recent work “A Happy Holiday”: English Canadians and Transatlantic 
Tourism, 1870-1930 traced how Canadian attitudes toward foreign places, 
people, and events affected their own colonial and national identities. 
Their counterparts in Shanghai, as the present study seeks to show, 
experienced a comparable reality but in a far less familiar and favourable 
environment. In perceiving the “other” in Shanghai, they came to see 
themselves as a distinct people within a North Atlantic community of 
nations. Moreover, by the early 1950s, when Shanghai was sealed off 
from the outside world, most had come to see the gross asymmetry that 
had long marked cultural relations there.10

 As Asia’s largest urban contact zone prior to 1950, Shanghai offered a 
great variety of social space where those of different ethnicity, gender, 
and social status lived, worked, and played in close proximity. Although 
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strict codes enforced racial segregation in many of the city’s elite clubs 
and recreational venues, such practices were challenged over time. In 
living space, as in entertainment, separation was initially the rule rather 
than the exception, though here too boundaries gradually became more 
porous. Even in the city’s underworld, Chinese and foreigners coexisted 
in a symbiotic relationship, sometimes vying for power but often cooper-
ating out of mutual interest. In business, cross-cultural encounter became 
a fact of life given the reliance of foreign traders on local compradors to 
market, distribute, and sell their wares. Yet, despite the asymmetry be-
tween colonizer and colonized, cultural relations were always in a state 
of flux because of economic change, rising nationalism, and frequent 
unrest. Instead of a rigid separation, a latent insecurity characterized 
Shanghai as a cultural contact zone.
 Like other foreigners in Shanghai, Canadians often projected ideas 
about this contact zone onto China itself, seeing it as representative of 
what was best, or worst, about the country as a whole. For many, Shang-
hai provided a window through which dreams were perceived, realized, 
or frustrated. With its teeming population, frenetic pace, capitalist ethos, 
and political instability, it symbolized, paradoxically, China’s best hope 
as well as its bleakest future. Then, as now, Shanghai appeared as much 
a metaphor as a city, as a recent commentator has opined.11 Although 
Canadians, like other foreigners, left Shanghai after the change of regime 
in 1949, their legacy in many ways foreshadowed the similarly ambitious 
initiatives of recent years. Indeed, their accounts of Shanghai’s prosperity 
and squalor, its sophistication and decadence, seem remarkably contem-
porary. For instance, Canadian commentators have viewed the recent 
Shanghai Expo – and the accompanying $45 billion of new state spend-
ing on city infrastructure – as bold signs of China’s reawakening. To 
many, the exposition has built on the momentum of the Beijing 2008 
Summer Olympics to show that, after decades of isolation, China has 
truly arrived as the world’s up-and-coming superpower.12 If this book 
sheds light on the origin of such attitudes and involvement, it will have 
accomplished its aim.
 This account begins with Canada’s involvement in Shanghai in the 
mid-nineteenth century and ends with the closure of its consulate there 
in 1952. It is concerned primarily with Canadian experiences of Shanghai 
and its inhabitants, leaving for future research the intriguing matter of 
impressions left by these sojourners on their Chinese hosts. It adopts, 
moreover, a broad view of what constituted a “Canadian” during the 
period to include those who were born in Canada, those who came from 
there directly, or, in certain cases, those whose ties were more tenuous. 
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Ever an elusive concept, nationality was often difficult to determine, 
particularly early on, when Canadians usually identified themselves as 
British subjects and associated with other “colonials.” Moreover, those 
serving with American missionary groups rarely reported their national-
ity, though they accounted for 9 percent of the North American total 
over the period.13 Catholic missionaries were particularly unlikely to 
declare their country of origin, given the international makeup of their 
church’s presence, and French Canadians at times were mistaken for 
French citizens. Chinese Canadians, of whom there were about two 
hundred by 1949, presented a particularly difficult case.14 Generally not 
accepted as “Canadian” in their country of adoption, they rarely regis-
tered with the Canadian trade office and were not included in official 
lists of visitors, prisoners of war, or evacuees. Shaped by both Canadian 
and Chinese culture, they blended into the cultural contact zone 
throughout this period, regrettably leaving behind few traces. Perhaps 
other researchers, after reading this account, might be moved to explore 
their story, assessing their unique experience and any impressions they 
may have left on other Westerners – including Canadians – Chinese, 
and Japanese in Shanghai.
 The term “Shanghai” also needs qualification, for although Canadian 
and other foreign residents often saw it as typical of China, more recent 
debate on the subject has disputed this view. Few historians now credit 
the West with having “built” Shanghai, stressing rather the indigenous 
roots of its modern development. This is in marked contrast to the form 
of ethnocentrism once known as the “Shanghai mind.” Coined in 1927 
by the British journalist Arthur Ransome, the term referred to the sense 
of cultural superiority and even indifference toward the Chinese on the 
part of Shanghai’s foreign residents.15 Among scholars, some have seen 
Shanghai as a bourgeois creation distinct from China, a treaty port linked 
more to foreign markets than to the interior. Historian Rhoads Murphey, 
for instance, has concluded that the foreign concessions had surprisingly 
little effect on the rest of China materially, despite their profound impact 
on the Chinese mind. Others have highlighted the role of the city’s 
Chinese middle class in the rise of consumer culture, nationalism, and 
political reform in Shanghai and, from there, to China as a whole. For 
their part, Marxists have seen Shanghai as a parasitic entity that was 
exploited by the West and, in turn, exploited the rest of China, a mar-
ginal enclave that was resisted and ultimately rejected by the “real 
China.”16 Such interpretations built on the distinction prior to 1943 
between the “Shanghainese,” the city’s ethnic Chinese, and the “Shang-
hailanders,” its foreign residents who, until the end of extraterritoriality 
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that year, operated largely beyond Chinese law. Interestingly, though 
Canadians fell within the latter category as British subjects, their experi-
ence of colonialism – notably among French Canadians – placed them 
in a unique position. Their acceptance of the “Shanghai mind,” as we 
shall see, was not always enthusiastic or uncritical.
 A city of myths and metaphors, dreams and deceptions, Shanghai was 
first and foremost a city of opportunity for many Canadians who settled 
there. The first chapter explores this theme by considering those who 
arrived during the imperial period prior to the birth of the Chinese re-
public in 1912. Their gradual establishment in the city, as well as their 
growing national consciousness, are examined in the second chapter. 
The next two chapters assess their role in the city’s business, cultural, 
and religious life during the interwar period, often seen as Shanghai’s 
golden era, first with the advent of Nationalist rule in 1927 (Chapter 3) 
and then amid the Sino-Japanese hostilities of the 1930s (Chapter 4). 
Chapter 5 examines the activities of Canadians in the city during wartime 
occupation and internment. Their postwar involvement and ultimate 
departure from Shanghai are considered in Chapter 6. In many ways, 
their experience did not always reflect that of their counterparts else-
where in China, much as Shanghai did not often represent China itself. 
Yet, their story provided a rare glimpse into Canada’s early relations with 
China, foreshadowing the initiatives of more recent years. When the 
last Canadians left Shanghai after the Communist takeover of 1949, 
perhaps their feelings of failure and regret were similar to those of La 
Salle some three centuries earlier. But they, like he, had laid the founda-
tion on which others would build.
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Imperial Overtures

On my arrival at Shanghae, I was struck by the thoroughly 
European appearance of the place: the foreign settlement ... 
the junks and native town ... spacious houses, always well, and 
often sumptuously, furnished; Europeans, ladies and gentle-
men, strolling along the quays; English policemen habited as 
the London police; and a climate very much resembling that 
which I had experienced in London exactly twelve months 
before, created illusions which were, of course, very promptly 
dissipated.

   – Earl of Elgin to Earl of Clarendon, 15 April 1858

When he reached Shanghai in March 1858, James Bruce, the eighth Earl 
of Elgin, found the city’s comforts a relief after the trouble at Guangzhou 
(Canton). Since his departure from Britain the previous year, a diplomatic 
incident had become a resort to arms. The Chinese governor of Guang-
zhou, after refusing to apologize for a search of the Arrow, a ship whose 
registry he disputed, had banned foreign entry to his port and placed a 
bounty on the head of every Englishman. With no reply to Elgin’s ulti-
matum, British and French troops had taken the city, sending the gov-
ernor to Calcutta, where he soon died. Amid Shanghai’s comparative 
tranquility, Elgin prepared to meet the commissioner he had requested 
from Beijing, as well as the French, American, and Russian envoys he 
hoped might force him to address matters. So far, Beijing had remained 
aloof, reacting neither to the governor’s violation of the Treaty of Nanjing 
nor to Elgin’s threat of force should the commissioner fail to appear.1

 If Elgin’s illusions were dissipated in Shanghai, so too was his hope 
that diplomacy might prevail. Beijing’s refusal to send a commissioner, 
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as well as its suggestion that the envoys return to Guangzhou, led Elgin 
to act on his threat by proceeding toward Beijing. Joined by reinforce-
ments, British and French forces seized the Dagu forts and Tianjin 
(Tientsin), where a treaty was signed on 26 June. By its terms, China 
agreed to allow foreign legations in Beijing, additional treaty ports, 
freedom for missionary activity, and legalization of the opium trade. 
Beijing’s failure to implement the arrangement, however, led to renewed 
clashes and Elgin’s return to China two years later. On this occasion, a 
combined Anglo-French force of over forty thousand marched on Beijing, 
where it looted and burned the Summer Palace. Utterly humiliated, 
China signed a further treaty whereby it ratified the Treaty of Tianjin, 
compensated for damages, and added to Britain’s territory in Hong Kong.2

The Imperial Connection
Elgin was no stranger to conflict. Three years before his first mission to 
China, he had been governor general of Canada (1847-54), where he 
faced discontent after the 1837 rebellions. Acting on the report of Lord 
Durham (whose daughter was his second wife), Elgin endorsed colonial 
self-government and a greater voice for French Canadians. Local mer-
chants were cool to the idea, already upset over the end of protection, 
increased Irish immigration, and the apparent leniency toward former 
rebels. Outrage culminated in April 1849 when, at their instigation, an 
angry mob burned the parliament building in Montreal and pelted Elgin’s 
carriage with stones. Later that year, they issued a desperate manifesto 
to join the United States, a plan soon undermined by the prosperity 
following Elgin’s skilful negotiation of a reciprocity treaty with Wash-
ington. Shortly before he left Canada, Elgin expressed the hope of re-
turning to his adopted land one day, perhaps as governor of a Canadian 
federation, a scheme already being considered.3

 Following the ties of empire, Elgin brought such experiences to China, 
as did his private secretary, Laurence Oliphant. Their Whig background 
made them attentive to political reform, viewing Chinese affairs with 
pragmatism instead of jingoism. Officials in London, Elgin claimed, were 
as ignorant of China as they were of Canada or, for that matter, Jamaica, 
where as governor from 1842 to 1846 he had tried to assuage planters 
after the abolition of the slave trade. Britain’s neglect of colonial affairs, 
he reasoned, had allowed local elites to keep a stranglehold over political 
life, dragging the empire into defending their interests. Elgin’s concilia-
tion in Canada seemed at odds with the confrontation in China, but his 
decisiveness and preference for diplomacy were still evident. His missions 
to China earned him much recognition at home but, as in Canada, he 
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used both tact and force to deal with mercantile interests and ethnic 
tension.4

 As they approached Shanghai, Elgin and Oliphant had ample oppor-
tunity to survey their new surroundings. Leaving the Yangzi (Yangtze)
River at Wusong, where they noted a flourishing opium trade, they 
made their way down the muddy Huangpu through flatlands resembling 
Holland until, twelve miles later, they arrived in Shanghai. As their ship 
rounded Pudong to the south, the Bund, with its large European homes, 
warehouses, and newly rebuilt Customs House, came into view. Beyond 
the towpaths of the settlement, they saw the old Chinese quarter just 
upriver, though its temples, courtyards, and maze of alleys were hidden 
from view. This area, formerly the fishing village of Hudu founded in at 
least the tenth century, had outgrown its walls and was now home to 
some 300,000 people. Preparing to disembark, they neared the Suzhou 
Creek, the boundary between the British settlement along the Bund and, 
to the north, the unofficial American section in Hongkou. Escorted to 
their consulate, located on the privileged intersection of the Bund and 
the Suzhou Creek, the visitors praised the international character of the 
settlement. They also marvelled that it had taken only fifteen years to 
build, Shanghai being one of five treaty ports granted in 1842 under the 
Treaty of Nanjing.5

 From the consul’s house, things looked reassuringly European. Feeling 
much at home, Elgin regularly strolled along the Bund for exercise, until 
a brush with a speeding carriage led him to take up bowling. Grateful 
to be back in civilization, Oliphant went to the racecourse, hunted 
pheasants, and attended balls where, he noted, men outnumbered 
women ten to one. Both explored European and Chinese areas with 
curiosity, consorting with rich and poor alike. Oliphant enjoyed a sump-
tuous meal with the Daotai, Shanghai’s Chinese intendant, complete 
with bird’s nest soup, shark fins, and mutton, finding the “refined chop-
stick” more civilized than the “rude knife and fork.” Elgin ventured 
further afield, visiting public baths as well as storage towers for the re-
mains of children too poor to receive a burial. On subsequent visits to 
the city, both complained of the stifling heat and pervasive stench.6 Yet, 
the settlement’s prosperity, with its grand residences and rich lifestyle, 
surpassed anything they had seen in China. Oliphant was effusive with 
praise as he compared it with other ports:

Of all the spots upon the coast of the Celestial Empire at which Euro-
peans have established themselves, it is certainly the pleasantest as a 
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residence. With a society almost as numerous as Hong Kong, there is 
much agreeable social intercourse, owing, no doubt, in a great measure, 
to the fact that it is the Ultima Thule of civilization, and has not yet 
been forced into exclusiveness by miscellaneous hordes making it a 
house of call; while, as a foreign community in a distant land, it is not 
subject to those political dissensions which so often distract our own 
colonies.7

 Yet, Shanghai, as they soon learned, was hardly devoid of dissension. 
In particular, the opium trade, though lucrative for Jardine and Matheson 
Co. and other large firms, had led to criticism at home and in China. 
Shocked at the extent of addiction, Elgin did not think the trade could 
be stopped but hoped regulation might reduce smuggling. In 1857, the 
year prior to his arrival, China had imported some seventy thousand 
chests of opium, largely from British India, of which thirty-two thousand 
came through Shanghai at Wusong.8 To many, opium came to represent 
the moral bankruptcy of Britain’s presence in China. Indeed, it was still 
the subject of debate in Canada’s Parliament in the late 1920s when one 
Member, Agnes Macphail, accused Britain of forcing the drug on China. 
Her “anti-British” attitude was condemned in the House and descend-
ants of Shanghai officials, such as Henry Lay of Barrie, Ontario, came to 
their forebears’ defence. Lay’s father, Horatio Nelson Lay, had been a 
British customs inspector in Shanghai and Elgin’s advisor at the Treaty 
of Tianjin. Opium, as we shall see, brought another of Lay’s relatives to 
Shanghai, notably his wife’s brother, William Lyon Mackenzie King. As 
Wilfrid Laurier’s deputy minister of labour, he attended the International 
Opium Conference there in 1909, an experience to which he later referred 
when he was prime minister, more than a decade later.9

 Equally vexing were tensions over local governance. Elgin was critical 
of leniency toward foreign criminals in Shanghai but realized the limits 
of extraterritoriality. The principle, implicit in the Treaty of Nanjing and 
enshrined in the Treaty of Tianjin, meant that foreign residents in China 
were subject to their own laws and tried by their own authorities. But 
the recent influx of Chinese into the concessions, where they soon 
became the majority, led to inequalities. Although subject to taxation, 
they had no representation on the Shanghai Municipal Council (SMC), 
the elected body set up in 1854 to oversee the French, British, and 
American settlements. Their status remained unchanged when the 
French established their own municipality in 1862 and the Americans 
and British merged to form the International Settlement the following 
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year. Moreover, in the Mixed Court created in 1864, their legal rights 
were subject to interpretation by Chinese and foreign judges. Finally, 
they had no say over customs duties, as these were collected and ad-
ministered by the Foreign Inspectorate created in 1854. Both Chinese 
officials and foreign merchants opposed the move, demanding a return 
to a less regulated – and more profitable – open port system.10

 As in Montreal, Elgin faced hostility from merchants fearing his inter-
ference. Again caught between local and imperial aims, he felt he could 
not satisfy both. To a request from Shanghai’s merchants calling for 
tough action against Beijing, he suggested they should “exert themselves 
and not trust to cannon” to open China’s market. On his return to 
London, he urged firms to exert moral suasion on their personnel in 
China to safeguard Britain’s image in the East.11 As Elgin had come to 
realize, the wealth of the Shanghailanders was more apparent than their 
commitment to China’s future:

I am amused with the confident way in which the ladies here talk of 
going home after five years with fortunes made. They live in the greatest 
luxury, – in a tolerable climate, and think it very hard if they are not 
rich enough to retire in five years ... I do not know of any business in 
any part of the world that yields returns like this. No wonder they dis-
like the opening of China, which may interfere with them. This is the 
secret of the malevolence towards me.12

 The major threat to Shanghai, however, was an uprising far greater 
than anything Elgin had seen in Canada. In 1851, the Qing regime, 
which had ruled China since 1644, faced a rebellion led by two self-
proclaimed mystics, Hong Xiuquan and Yang Xiuqing, the first of 
whom considered himself Christ’s younger brother. Beginning in the 
south, the movement attracted the poor with its anti-Manchu and anti-
corruption slogans and its utopian goal of a “heavenly kingdom of great 
peace” [Taiping Tian Guo]. By 1853, the rebels had seized Nanjing, mak-
ing it their capital, and, within months, the Small Swords, a secret society 
acting separately from the Taiping rebels, had taken Shanghai’s old city. 
Foreign and imperial forces freed the city in early 1854, but profiteers 
had benefited from the crisis. Property values had soared after the con-
struction of high-rental housing for the flood of refugees. Moreover, 
weapons had become nearly as lucrative as opium, with many merchants 
trading with both sides. To defend themselves, foreign residents had set 
up the Shanghai Volunteer Corps in 1853, then shortly thereafter to 
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keep the peace, the Shanghai Municipal Police, Canadians later serving 
in both forces.13

 The rebels were again at the gates in June 1860, when Elgin returned 
to Shanghai on his second mission. Providing minimal support there 
because of his plan to fight Qing forces at Dagu, Elgin protected in 
Shanghai the regime he had come to China to oppose. The irony was 
most apparent in August, when British and French troops helped imperial 
forces liberate Shanghai on the same day their countrymen seized Qing 
defences at Dagu. Land speculation continued in Shanghai, where the 
French earned Elgin’s criticism for burning wide swaths of suburb for 
future expansion. With the arrival of 300,000 Chinese that year, Shanghai 
became the fastest-growing city in the world, surpassing the growth of 
San Francisco and Chicago. In early 1862, Colonel Hampden Moody, 
brother of the lieutenant governor of the new colony of British Columbia 
and veteran of the Hudson Bay service and Kaffir War, arrived to fight 
the Taiping. Although a gifted artist, sadly he left no depictions of his 
experience in China.14 By the time the rebellion was put down in 1864, 
it had gained hundreds of thousands of supporters, claimed the lives of 
millions, and nearly toppled the Qing dynasty.

Early Missionary Interests
As imperial China entered its twilight phase, Shanghai continued to 
attract administrators and soldiers but also, increasingly, missionaries 
from Canada. On his first visit, Elgin had met one such missionary at 
the Jesuit mission in Zikawei, southwest of the French concession. Fas-
cinated by the cathedral there, particularly its bamboo pipe organ, Elgin 
learned much about the Jesuits from the resident priest, who, as it turned 
out, had been in Canada during his time as governor. The conversation 
left a lasting impression on Elgin. Often critical of certain missionaries 
for their antagonism toward the Chinese and their desire for state sup-
port, Elgin was edified when he parted with the Jesuit.15 Contrary to 
what he had heard from Protestant clergy in Shanghai, the Jesuits in 
Zikawei seemed sincere and diligent:

I must admit that the priests whom I met to-day talked like very sensible 
men, and that the appearance of young Chinamen (séminaristes) whom 
I saw was most satisfactory. They had an intelligent, cheerful look, greatly 
superior to that of the Roman Catholic seminarists generally in Europe. 
The priests bear testimony to their aptitude in learning, their docility 
and good conduct.16
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 Built on the family estate of Xu Guangqi, the sixteenth-century scholar, 
high official, and friend of Jesuit missionary Matteo Ricci, Zikawei was 
acquired by the Jesuits in 1847, though the order had been active in 
Shanghai since Ricci’s time. Over the next century, the mission of one 
and a half square miles would include a cathedral, elementary and high 
schools, a library, a major seminary, an orphanage, several convents, a 
printing press, and a natural history museum. French Jesuits opened an 
observatory there in 1872, soon making it a centre in East Asia for pre-
dicting typhoons, and Aurora University in 1903. Between 1920 and 
1933, seventeen French Canadian Jesuits came to Zikawei for language 
training, preparing to work at their mission in Xuzhou, and fifty-three 
were interned there by the Japanese during the Second World War. As 
early as 1874, however, one of their number noted that, as Canadians, 
they would benefit from British protection in China as well as the railway 
to be built to British Columbia, part of the province’s terms of joining 
Confederation in 1871.17

 French Canadians, in fact, benefited from dual protection in China. 
As British subjects, they relied on Britain’s prestige, yet they often served 
with French missionaries, some registering with French consular offices 
until the 1930s. Their unusual position led to a unique stance toward 
Chinese affairs, making some sympathize with what they saw as a fellow 
colonized people. During an anti-British protest in Xuzhou in 1939, for 
instance, one Quebec Jesuit felt strangely at home after seeing a placard 
reading “Drive out the English!” At first, individuals joined French mis-
sions, some of the latter funded by the popular Holy Childhood Move-
ment set up in Quebec in 1847. By 1902, however, entire groups were 
going to China, beginning with two Franciscan Sisters of Mary in Shan-
dong who replaced French sisters killed in the Boxer Rebellion. The first 
English Canadian Catholic missionary to China, John Mary Fraser, ar-
rived in Ningbo the same year, founding an organization in 1918 (soon 
known as Scarboro Foreign Mission Society) that would attract some 
two hundred members. French Canada, however, supplied the vast 
majority of Canadian Catholic missionaries in China, by 1941 account-
ing for seven-eighths of this total (389 out of 446).18 For most, Shanghai 
provided the first glimpse of a new, strange land, foreshadowing great 
promise but also serious challenges. For Fraser, the city offered modern 
evils as well as modern conveniences:

The foreign concession ... has handsome buildings and well-paved av-
enues. Here everything is up to date – everything, of course, except the 
spiritual life which is in a sorry plight.19
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 By this stage, however, the majority of Canadian missionaries in China 
were English-speaking and Protestant. Their enterprise built on the legacy 
of pioneers such as George Leslie Mackay, the first Presbyterian to reach 
North Formosa (Taiwan) in 1871, and flourished amid the missionary 
fervour of the 1880s. The first groups to recruit Canadians for this field 
were the Disciples of Christ, with missions in Nanjing (1886) and Tibet 
(1898), and the Christian and Missionary Alliance, which set up missions 
in Shanxi, Jiangxi, and Gansu in the 1890s. The China Inland Mission 
(CIM), founded in 1865 by legendary missionary Hudson Taylor, sent 
thirteen Canadians to Jiangxi in 1888, though some half dozen were 
already with the society in China. Presbyterians, under Jonathan and 
Rosalind Goforth, began a mission in Henan the same year; Methodists 
arrived in Sichuan in 1891. Anglicans at Wycliffe College, Toronto, sent 
a missionary to Zhejiang in 1895 and one to Fujian in 1897. The latter, 
William White, became Bishop of Henan in 1909, founding a mission 
there the following year and, later in life, establishing Chinese studies 
centres at the Royal Ontario Museum and the University of Toronto.20

 Like their Catholic counterparts, many Protestants gained their first 
impression of China from Shanghai, their usual port of entry. On their 
arrival in 1888, shocked CIM missionaries were whisked by sedan chair 
past swarms of grunting, half-naked rickshaw men to the French conces-
sion, where they slept soundly in “a real Chinese house.” The first 
Methodists arrived in 1891, only to meet evacuees from riots in the 
Yangzi valley. For three months, until permitted by British officials to 
proceed inland, they stayed in a crowded hospice, where they received 
a welcome “such as Christians ... amid the dense darkness of heathen-
ism, know how to give.” The same group returned to Shanghai three 
years later, this time as refugees themselves from unrest in Chengdu. 
Others distanced themselves from traders whose conduct they saw as 
self-serving and immoral. Critical of the example of “dissolute foreign-
ers” in Shanghai, Dr. Alfretta Gifford of the Canadian Methodists’ 
Women’s Missionary Society wrote in 1893 that she was “thankful every 
day that [her] work [would] be in the interior, away from the influence 
of the large foreign element which abounds in the Treaty Port.”21

 Such sentiments notwithstanding, many missionary groups opened 
offices in Shanghai, since, as China’s financial and commercial centre, 
it offered great potential as a base of operations for fundraising. The CIM 
went furthest in this regard, overseeing its entire mission, the largest in 
China, not from abroad but from its headquarters in the city. Because 
of such administrative work, Shanghai was home to more missionaries 
by the early 1900s than any other city in China.22 Moreover, for some, 
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the city’s vast slums and widespread social problems – notably opium 
and prostitution – made it a promising mission in its own right. For the 
next century, Canadians would help lead an ambitious crusade to clean 
up the City of Sin through social welfare for the destitute and municipal 
lobbying for reform. Whether they would succeed in making Shanghai 
as respectable as Toronto, however, remained to be seen.
 Among the Canadians in Shanghai, none achieved greater renown 
than Donald and Elizabeth MacGillivray. Inspired by Hudson Taylor, 
Donald MacGillivray, a former gold medalist at Knox College, Toronto, 
joined the Presbyterian mission in Henan in 1889 at the age of twenty-
six. En route, he spent only a day in Shanghai, just long enough to visit 
the great Taylor and to buy a few language books – for he was an avid 
linguist. By this stage, he had already memorized 220 Chinese radicals 
on the voyage and bought a Chinese New Testament in Yokohama. 
Admiring the attire of Chinese he had seen in Japan, MacGillivray hoped 
to dress similarly in Henan. Yet, he hardly imagined that, a decade later, 
Shanghai would become his home for more than thirty years. This was 
the city where he would work prodigiously, translating and publishing 
works in Chinese, and where he would court and marry a young English 
woman from the London Missionary Society, Elizabeth Bovey.23

 MacGillivray’s fame preceded his move to Shanghai in 1899. His Man-
darin Romanized Dictionary, published almost two years earlier, had be-
come an invaluable resource for students of Chinese. It had also gained 
the attention of Timothy Richard, general secretary of the Society for 
the Diffusion of Christian and General Knowledge (SDK), an inter-
denominational body founded in 1887 to produce works on Christianity, 
Western literature, and science. Beginning as editor, MacGillivray had 
translated some sixty books by 1904, including The World’s Great Religions 
by George Grant, principal of Queen’s University, and a three-volume 
history of Canada (which, curiously, an official from Mongolia found 
useful as a guide to developing his country). Rising quickly in the SDK, 
MacGillivray succeeded in having its name changed to the Christian 
Literature Society in 1906, then edited its Chinese Christian Review and 
China Mission Year Book, and finally succeeded Richard as general secretary 
in 1920. His influence went beyond literary activities through leadership 
in civic causes, such as the Anti-Opium Society, the Public Library Board, 
the Chinese Educational Committee (which inspected local schools), 
and various relief committees. As hosts to visiting missionaries, academ-
ics, and government officials, he and his wife transformed their home 
into a Canadian centre, helping Canadians in distress and founding a 
Canadian Association there in 1919.24
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 Social reform, through campaigns against opium, prostitution, and 
child labour, was in MacGillivray’s view “not preaching the gospel but 
... opening a way for it.” His wife, Elizabeth, similarly inspired by the 
social gospel, combined her evangelical work with advocacy for the 
betterment of women and children. In addition to founding a children’s 
magazine, Happy Childhood, she was active in the Young Women’s Chris-
tian Association (YWCA), established a girls’ school, and helped run 
shelters for Chinese and foreign women seeking to escape prostitution. 
At the Door of Hope, a refuge founded in 1900 by Cornelia Bonnell, the 
renowned “angel of Shanghai,” she was instrumental in securing resour-
ces such as an artesian well; at the Foreign Rescue Home, she organized 
concerts and other fundraisers. Her letters to the local press on the ap-
palling conditions of child workers led to her appointment in 1923 to 
the Child Labour Commission of the SMC. Yet, the chief burden of 
entertaining visitors fell to her and, as early as 1908, both she and her 
husband felt that this responsibility was beginning to interfere with 
their work.25

 By the turn of the nineteenth century, Shanghai’s social problems had 
become acute. On the surface, the city had seemed a “model settlement” 
during the Duke of Edinburgh’s visit in 1869, what with its gas lighting, 
public toilets, and raised sidewalks. But the extravagance of the race-
course and, on the Bund, the Public Garden and Shanghai Club – the 
last two off-limits to Chinese – was in stark contrast to the slums on the 
city’s outskirts. The defeat of the Taiping had led to a Chinese exodus 
from the settlement and a real estate slump, the malaise only worsening 
with a world currency crisis in the 1870s. The Sino-Japanese War (1894-
95) revived production, however, and the Treaty of Shimonoseki, mark-
ing China’s defeat, recognized Japan’s access to treaty ports and the right 
of the foreign powers to open factories there. As cotton mills, silk filatures, 
and shipyards sprang up along the city’s edges, notably in Yangshupu, 
the new industrial zone in Hongkou, the gap between rich and poor 
grew wider. Moreover, a major extension of the International Settlement 
(1898-99) strained ethnic relations when French authorities, violating 
a previous agreement, built a road across a Chinese burial site. A boycott 
and general strike ensued, reminiscent of anti-foreign protests along the 
Yangzi and riots by rickshaw pullers upset over the SMC’s decision to 
raise the price of their licences.26

 Anti-foreign agitation peaked in the Boxer Rebellion. Originating in 
Shandong in 1898, the unrest spread throughout northern China in 
the wake of a coup d’état, natural disasters, grinding poverty, and a gen-
eral hostility toward foreign imperialism. Led by the Boxers United in 
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Righteousness, a secret society whose members, trained in martial arts, 
sought to expel foreigners, the rebels gained the support of Cixi, the 
empress dowager. Acting in the name of the emperor, they encircled 
foreign legations in Beijing and targeted missionaries and their converts. 
Many Chinese and missionaries, including Canadian Methodists in 
Chengdu, fled to Shanghai, where foreigners, defended by a small vol-
unteer corps, received the flood of refugees. By the time some twenty 
thousand Allied troops arrived that summer to free the legations and 
sack Beijing, three hundred foreigners and thousands of Chinese Chris-
tians had been killed. Reinforcements in Shanghai, as well as the local 
viceroy’s decision not to support the rebels, saved the city from attack. 
Several Canadians assisted in efforts, notably Dr. William McClure of 
Henan, who gave medical support to British troops in Beijing, and two 
Nova Scotians, Henry Hare, an interpreter, and Charles Stewart, a soldier 
of fortune for the United States. A civilian volunteer with American 
forces, Henry Stevens (later a cabinet minister in the R.B. Bennett gov-
ernment) marched with his unit into Tianjin, where he oversaw a ship-
ment of eighty tons of silver as part of China’s compensation to foreign 
interests.27

 Stevens’s task foreshadowed more exacting payments. In the Boxer 
Protocol signed with eleven Allied nations in 1901, China was required 
to pay $330 million over the next thirty-nine years to cover the cost of 
damages and the occupation. To help defray this, tariffs were raised to 
5 percent, though no change was made to opium levies or to likin, an 
unpopular transit duty from the Taiping years kept as security against 
these payments. China was further humiliated by Russian advances in 
Manchuria, a ban on arms imports, and concessions in trade treaties 
with Japan and the Western powers. Although part of the indemnity 
was to be used to fund Chinese students abroad, scholars flocked to 
Shanghai, where they planned how best to modernize China. Imperial 
edicts banned Confucian examinations and required Western education 
in all colleges, a move praised by scholars such as MacGillivray. By this 
stage, he had begun fundraising on behalf of all missions for a new 
Martyrs’ Memorial Building in Shanghai to honour those who died in 
the unrest.28 Z. Charles Beals, a well-known missionary from Nova 
Scotia and editor of China Messenger, was similarly optimistic. In his 
history of the Boxer Rebellion, he criticized Britain’s former indiffer-
ence toward China and urged the West to support all reforms that en-
sured China’s long-term stability. He concluded his account on a 
tentative but hopeful note:
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With an Emperor who is weak in body and mind, and with the crafty 
and wicked Empress Dowager, what is the solution to this Chinese 
puzzle? The almost universal opinion of all missionaries and a majority 
of all business men in China is that the Emperor should be restored to 
his throne and then surrounded with men of the reform party and those 
who have shown a spirit of progression and wisdom.29

Early Trade Interests
As Beals indicated, a moderate approach resonated with business. For 
traders, gradual reform, preferably under Western auspices, would pro-
vide a stable climate for investment in China. After visiting Shanghai 
during the unrest of 1900, F.P. Evans, representing a Toronto clothing 
maker, offered hope to exporters at that year’s meeting of the Canadian 
Manufacturers’ Association. Although shocked by the flight of some 
thirty thousand Chinese from the city, he predicted an imminent boom 
in Shanghai. The main challenge for producers, he claimed, was not 
disorder, which would pass, nor tariffs, which were low, nor xenophobia, 
which would not diminish China’s yen for profits, but rather foreign 
competition. Apart from “two or three exceptions,” Canada had left the 
China trade to others. The United States supplied most of its flour, 
whereas Australia had taken the butter trade, despite Canada’s “good 
name in the East” for the latter. Exporters should take advantage of the 
“three best boats on the North Pacific,” those owned by Canadian Pacific, 
to go to Shanghai to see for themselves. There, in the foreign warehouses 
or “go-downs” by the Huangpu River, they would meet the compradors 
who best knew the limited expatriate and potentially vast Chinese 
markets.30

 Canada’s trade with China had humble origins. In New France, Jesuits 
had established a lucrative trade in ginseng, merchants exporting as 
much as the equivalent of $100,000 worth of the plant annually by the 
time the trade ended in 1754. Imports of Chinese porcelain and tea 
continued under British rule, the latter exchanged for sea otter pelts 
after James Cook’s voyage in 1784. Bringing furs as well as timber to 
China, John Meares took fifty Chinese artisans back to North America 
in 1788 to help build the first European-style vessel launched from the 
Pacific Northwest. Impressed by their ingenuity (and benefiting from 
their low wages), he believed a colony of such workers would be “a very 
important acquisition” in the future. Five years later, Alexander Mac-
kenzie became the first European to cross North America, though a 
regular transcontinental link to Asia would come only with the age of 
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steam. In 1886, three weeks after the first train reached the terminus at 
Port Moody, British Columbia, the first ship chartered by Canadian 
Pacific arrived from Japan with half a million kilograms of tea. The 
company began regular service the following year and launched its first 
three Empress liners in 1891, passengers enjoying ventures to exotic 
lands without leaving the safety and comfort of the British Empire. A 
world cruise became possible for first time, with Shanghai as a major 
port of call.31

 Trade followed the flag, albeit slowly. Shanghai’s exports to Canada 
began in 1869, its first imports from there arriving two years later. From 
1870 to 1915, China was Asia’s largest market for Canadian goods, most 
of which went through Shanghai. After initial trade deficits with China, 
by 1910 the value of exports greatly exceeded imports at nearly $1.3 
million that year. Yet, trade with Japan grew at a faster rate because of 
a reciprocal tariff of 1897 as well as its comparative political stability, 
strong currency, and diplomatic significance. By this stage, Canada’s 
main imports from China included tea, crude opium, rice, sugar, spirits, 
oils, hides, and silk. In return, Canada sent cotton manufactures, lumber, 
metals, minerals, and flour, even supplying hay to British forces during 
the Boxer Rebellion. Within five years of the revolt, trade in Shanghai 
nearly doubled, though political instability and foreign competition 
remained major challenges. Moreover, traders were often perplexed by 
the multiple currencies in Shanghai. For everyday purchases, the Mexican 
dollar, a one-ounce silver coin imported after the Taiping Rebellion, was 
widely used. But the standard of value for salaries, rents, and custom 
dues was the Haikwan tael, a weight in silver that was not coined but 
existed only on paper. In 1902, one tael was worth 2s 7d British, 63 cents 
American, and $1.51 Mexican. The fabi, a national currency that replaced 
the tael in 1935, did little to re solve the confusion, as many in Shanghai 
referred to it as the “dollar.”32

 From the beginning, business was closely tied to immigration. During 
the gold rush of the 1860s and railway boom of the 1880s, approximately 
twenty thousand Chinese passed through Canada, many settling in 
British Columbia. A cheap source of labour, they aroused the ire of white 
settlers, their status all the more precarious on completion of the railway. 
Disallowing British Columbia’s exclusionary legislation in 1884, Ottawa 
responded with the Chinese Immigration Act (1885), imposing a head 
tax of $50 on each Chinese immigrant, later raised to $100 in 1901, and 
$500 in 1904. After an anti-Asian riot in Vancouver in 1907, Prime 
Minister Laurier set up a royal commission under his deputy minister of 
labour, Mackenzie King, and sent the latter’s superior, Rodolphe Lemieux, 
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to Tokyo to arrange a “gentlemen’s agreement” on Japanese immigra-
tion. Above all, he sought good relations with Japan because of its alli-
ance with Britain (1902), its victory over Russia (1905), and Canada’s 
accession (1906) to the Anglo-Japanese Treaty of Commerce and Naviga-
tion of 1894. Despite King’s advice, a similar arrangement was not made 
with China, though Ottawa received Kung Hsin-chao in June 1909 as 
China’s first consul general to Canada. Laurier was reluctant to consider 
Chinese claims in Vancouver until forced to do so by London, which 
was still pursuing Boxer claims. Canada managed immigration through 
its trade offices in China until the Chinese Immigration Act (1923) 
brought this movement to an end, as shown above in Table 1.1.33

 Providing the bonds of empire, Canadian Pacific’s Empress liners were 
a tangible link across the Pacific to Shanghai. In 1889, the shipping line 
secured a ten-year contract with the Canadian and British governments 
to provide monthly mail service to China, most of its annual subsidy of 
sixty thousand pounds covered by London. Five years later, Canada’s 
prime minister, Mackenzie Bowell, hosted an imperial conference in 
Ottawa to discuss Pacific defence and trade, as well as a telegraph cable, 
steamship lines, and mail service to Australia, New Zealand, and India. 
When the contract was renewed in 1900, Canada agreed to pay fifteen 
thousand pounds of the annual subsidy, its share steadily increasing 
until, by 1914, it paid the full amount. By this stage, four Empress liners 

Table 1.1

Chinese immigration to Canada, 1886-1926

Year Immigrants Year Immigrants Year Immigrants

1886-91 4,813 1903 5,329 1915 1,258

1892 3,282 1904 4,847 1916   89

1893 2,358 1905   77 1917  393

1894 2,109 1906  168 1918  769

1895 1,452 1907  291 1919 4,333

1896 1,786 1908 2,234 1920  544

1897 2,471 1909 2,106 1921 2,435

1898 2,192 1910 2,302 1922 1,746

1899 4,402 1911 5,320 1923  711

1900 4,257 1912 6,581 1924  676

1901 2,544 1913 7,445 1925 –

1902 3,597 1914 5,513 1926 –

Source: Legation report by Hugh L. Keenleyside, “Chinese Immigration,” dated 30 December 
1936, LAC, RG25, vol. 1808, file 899.

Sample Material © 2011 UBC Press



26 Chasing the Dragon in Shanghai

served the “All Red” route, leaving every three weeks (every month in 
the winter) for Yokohama, Shanghai, and Hong Kong, with optional 
stops at Nagasaki, Kobe, and Xiamen (Amoy). Symbolizing its central 
role within the imperial network, Canadian Pacific located its Shanghai 
office in the Jardine Matheson building at No. 27, the Bund, just across 
Beijing Road from the British consulate.34

 Life insurance companies were among the first Canadian firms to ar-
rive in Shanghai. In 1891, Sun Life Assurance sent Ira Thayer on a mission 
from Japan to the Middle East to explore the openness of “the Oriental 
mind” to life insurance. Another agent, James Snasdell, retraced the 
route a few months later to follow up on contacts. Based on their find-
ings, Sun Life opened an office in Japan in 1893 (the first foreign life 
insurance company to do so), in Shanghai later that year, and in Hong 
Kong in 1899. Dr. E.H. Horsey, a Canadian resident of Shanghai, oversaw 
Sun Life’s operations there until 1899, securing Jardine Matheson as the 
company’s first general agent. His successor, Dr. H.R. Macaulay, son of 
Sun Life’s president and a medical referee for the Far East, decided against 
insuring missionaries during the Boxer Rebellion but narrowly escaped 
being locked up himself by rebels during a visit to Beijing in 1900. Even 
in times of peace, he noted, “sociological and psychological factors” 
affected business in China, where talk of death was taboo, sons looked 
after parents, and mortality rates were high because of climate and poor 
sanitation. To their annoyance, Chinese paid higher rates than European 
clients, though the firm improved its image somewhat in 1905 by adopt-
ing a Chinese name, Yung Ming (Everlasting Brightness). Other Canadian 
insurance companies followed in Shanghai, Manufacturers Life opening 
an office in 1897, Crown Life in 1931, and Confederation Life in 1932. 
Their success was such that, by the early 1930s, it was estimated that 
they accounted for 90 percent of the life insurance business in China.35

 Such activities were enhanced by the expansion of trade offices in East 
Asia under the Department of Trade and Commerce (DTC). This com-
petent service, as one Canadian diplomat later noted, was Canada’s only 
official presence in Asia prior to the opening of the legation in Tokyo in 
1929. Beginning with resident agents in Yokohama and Shanghai in 
1891, the first permanent offices in the Pacific were in Sydney (1894), 
Yokohama (1904), and Shanghai (1906). The latter was located at 6 
Jiujiang (Kiukiang) Road, just steps from the Bund and Nanjing Road, 
the city’s main commercial thoroughfare. In 1923, a salesroom was 
opened nearby to display Canadian goods and, in the late 1920s, the 
trade office moved to the heart of the Bund at No. 17, on the fifth floor 
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of the North China Daily News Building, a short stroll from the Shanghai 
Club. By 1930, DTC had opened offices in Kobe, Batavia, Tokyo, and 
Hong Kong, though Sino-Japanese hostilities led to the closure of offices 
in Dalian (Dairen) in Manchuria (1931-33), and Tianjin (1933-37). From 
the outset, the department had a close connection with immigration 
concerns: its deputy minister served as chief controller of Chinese im-
migration and, starting in 1904, it assigned an agent to record entries 
under the Chinese Immigration Act.36

 Early appointments in Shanghai, however, proved far from ideal. 
Canada’s first commercial agent was H.J. Craig, an entrepreneur and real 
estate speculator who, according to British reports, had made consider-
able profits during the Boxer unrest. During the Russo-Japanese War, 
moreover, he had run a blockade to supply Russia with goods, often 
travelling to St. Petersburg to collect large sums owed him by the Czarist 
regime. When the latter proved unwilling to pay, he spent thousands 
of dollars on bribes in attempts to retrieve his losses. During his fre-
quent absences from Shanghai, Craig left the office in the charge of an 
equally unsavoury partner, who fell into serious debt, ignored Ottawa’s 
dispatches, and then committed suicide. Shocked to learn of this while 
in Shanghai in 1909, an outraged Mackenzie King dismissed Craig’s 
claim that he had sought the position purely out of a desire to promote 
trade. Although Craig had not wanted a salary, King believed he had 
used his appointment to pursue dealings “of a speculative character.” 
King was hardly reassured when a trusted source, a solicitor for banks 
familiar with the men, affirmed Craig had used the position for his own 
ends. Craig was not only “one of the greatest gamblers in China,” the 
lawyer intimated, he was also “an extremely dangerous man for a country 
to have anything to do with.”37

 The appointment in 1908 of a successor, Alexander MacLean (who 
was raised to the status of trade commissioner the following year), did 
little to remedy the situation. A former government contractor from 
Ottawa, MacLean was Canada’s commercial agent in Yokohama, a post-
ing he had received in 1904 when he was over seventy years of age. At 
best, his performance there had been mediocre, trade minister Richard 
Cartwright even admitting to Laurier that he was “not ‘the man for 
Galway’ in the matter of Japan.” MacLean fared worse in Shanghai, 
where he did not appear in the office but left its affairs to his daughter 
and a certain C. Ross, an eighteen-year-old “Japanese Eurasian.” After 
MacLean’s death shortly thereafter, the young assistant mistakenly be-
lieved he had been appointed to replace him and, much to King’s chagrin, 

Sample Material © 2011 UBC Press



28 Chasing the Dragon in Shanghai

had already hired an office boy. Moreover, his status aroused concern 
among Canadians in Shanghai on account of his race. Without instruc-
tions from Ottawa, he answered queries as best he could, leaving aside 
those about which he knew nothing. On entering the office, outside of 
which hung a dull signboard reading “Government of Canada – Trade 
Commissioner,” clients met a youth who had never been to Canada and 
could not name its main cities. The situation marked a low point in 
Canada’s presence in Shanghai. In fact, Britain’s commercial attaché in 
Beijing, Sir Alexander Hosie, was unaware Canada even had a trade of-
ficial there until he read of MacLean’s death in the paper.38

Visit of Mackenzie King
Such was the state of affairs when King arrived in Shanghai on 16 Febru-
ary 1909 for the International Opium Conference. Accompanied by his 
assistant, F.W. Giddens, he had travelled via Europe, India, and Hong 
Kong, reading several books on Chinese affairs en route. Later criticism 
of King’s racism and “treaty-port” attitude aside, his personal reflections 
at the time indicated a general sympathy toward China. Viewing its 
anti-foreign sentiment as understandable in light of recent history, he 
recognized China’s “right to a high place” in world affairs and hoped to 
use the mission to reach an agreement on immigration. Having led the 
inquiry the previous year into the Vancouver riot, King felt singularly 
qualified for the task. His belief in China’s potential was confirmed by 
his first view of Shanghai, which now boasted a population of 1 million, 
with over 500,000 in the concessions (of whom 15,000 were foreigners). 
He was struck by the city’s modern, almost American, appearance, with 
its “huge cotton mills ... iron works[, and] high storey buildings.” As his 
tender passed ships “of all countries,” King was impressed by the cosmo-
politan atmosphere, noting with pride that one of the finest vessels was 
Canadian Pacific’s Empress of China. Preparing to disembark, he admired 
the buildings along the Bund, including the Palace Hotel, where he and 
Giddens stayed for the next twelve days.39

 As one of five British delegates, King played a minor role at the confer-
ence, which actually had begun two weeks earlier. Apologizing for his 
tardiness, he spoke briefly of Canada’s ban the previous year on opium 
imports, production, and sales, a measure consistent with China’s edict 
of 1906 that called for a total suppression of the drug within the decade. 
Stressing the moral arguments against opium, he hoped for imperial 
unity on the issue. Privately, however, King was distinctly unimpressed 
by his first international conference. The meeting seemed a “very doubt-
ful” experiment in multilateralism, its tedious procedures and political 
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grandstanding far less effective than bilateral negotiations. The French, 
through “poor tact,” had incited rows over banning opium in the for-
eign settlements, though all knew they were “the only delinquent ones 
in Shanghai.” The British tirelessly asserted treaty rights, whereas the 
Americans, the chief movers behind the meeting, proposed the creation 
of an international body to find ways of suppressing opium derivatives. 
King criticized the Americans for their “badly drafted” resolutions, ever 
suspicious of their “real ends.” After meeting with American delegates, 
he was shocked by their fear of Japan, their “jealousy and hostility” to-
ward Britain, and above all, their ignorance of Canada.40 Later in the trip, 
when an American official at Hankou (Hankow) naively asked if Can ada 
would be absorbed one day into the United States, an angry King 
stressed the need for a vigorous promotion of Canadian interests:

I believe that Canada is losing her opportunity, and that the U.S. is get-
ting far in the lead in many ways. The truth is it is time we began to 
receive the representatives of other nations in the Dominion and began 
to send our representatives abroad and work out our own foreign policy. 
I am beginning to see the essential need of Canada shaping her policy 
from a national view-point. Let her remain part of the empire for the 
good of our own people; let her demand a position of equality with that 
of every other unit. Let her cease to think in colonial terms and to act 
in any way as with a colonial status. Let her become a nation or other 
nations will rob her of this right.41

 Such nationalism foreshadowed King’s defence of dominion autonomy 
as prime minister during the interwar years. While in Shanghai, in fact, 
he was delighted to learn of Ottawa’s decision to set up a “Department 
of Foreign Affairs.”42 Although formal diplomatic representation did not 
occur until the late 1920s, when his government opened legations in 
Washington, Paris, and Tokyo, he already saw a role for the trade offices 
in this regard. Matters were particularly urgent in Asia given embarrass-
ment over the Shanghai appointments, as well as recent libel suits in 
Japan by W.T.R. Preston, the commissioner in Yokohama. In this context, 
King saw his visit as providential in restoring Canada’s good name in 
the region. He found Craig’s case especially disturbing, though he did 
not learn of it fully until after he met with the former trade agent. King 
resolved to press for a suitable trade office in Shanghai under a competent 
and well-paid commissioner. In discussing the matter with Sir Alexander 
Hosie, he felt such a person could be attached to the British legation 
and, his own nationalism notwithstanding, he even considered Hosie 
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for the job given his knowledge of China. In any case, Canada needed 
someone in Shanghai who was familiar with Chinese and ready to travel 
about the country to meet potential customers. Although Ottawa might 
decline his suggestion because of its expense, such a response would be 
“short-sighted.”43

 On immigration, King’s talks with British and Chinese officials, as well 
as local traders, convinced him that discriminatory policies were bad for 
trade. Many believed Canada was forgoing a vast market by not offering 
China the same arrangement it had extended to Japan. Hosie felt a total 
ban was “a mistake,” others concurring that although Canada might 
restrict “all coolie labour,” it ought to admit educated Chinese. Because 
of the flood of China’s best and brightest to American universities, King 
was sympathetic to exempting students from the head tax. But he was 
unable to secure a gentlemen’s agreement in Beijing, despite his hope 
that China could enforce such limits and that positive press over his 
role in settling claims in Vancouver might help his mission. To Chinese 
officials critical of anti-Asian agitation in Canada, King explained that 
China’s recent appointment of a consul in Vancouver would help mat-
ters, the riot stemming from economic causes and “not directed at the 
Chinese as such.”44 Impressed by an especially erudite official with whom 
he discussed politics and religion, King invited him to Canada only to 
realize he would be subject to the offensive tax. Frustrated at such un-
fairness, he hoped his government would soon open its doors to such 
members of China’s elite:

To treat such men as being inferior to ourselves is to my mind the self-
pride which goes before a fall. As a people we will do well not to let our 
ignorance betray us into false attitudes.45

 While in Shanghai, King also met with Canadian residents. Thanks to 
their efforts, he became an honorary member of the Shanghai Club, 
where he dined, socialized, and obtained copies of the Toronto Globe. 
Apart from the trade agents, King generally approved of his compatriots, 
though his impression of missionaries was mixed. On the one hand, 
they did “splendid work” and, as he was gratified to hear from George 
Morrison of the London Times, were “among the best educated” in China. 
On the other, King was unimpressed by those he met over tiffin and 
dinner at the MacGillivrays’, believing that greater attention should be 
paid to “the class of people” selected in future. After meeting D.E. Hoste, 
one of the CIM’s original “Cambridge seven” and now head of that body, 
he praised his “noble character” but thought his Chinese dress, pigtail, 
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and thin voice made him “rather effeminate.” Grateful for pamphlets 
he received on the YMCA’s work, as well as a handful of Chinese books 
and a Chinese-English dictionary from Donald MacGillivray, King felt 
the Canadians were “kind and appreciative [and] ... on the whole a very 
worthy and good lot of representatives.”46

 Most of the Canadians, like King, displayed a colonial identity marked 
by an emerging national consciousness. During this period, as many 
have noted, imperialism became a form of nationalism as the Dominion 
assumed a larger role in imperial affairs. Unlike other foreign residents, 
however, they did not have their own club but attended events at the 
St. George’s Association, the St. Andrew’s Society, the St. Patrick’s Society, 
and even the Association of Lancastrians. They also joined the Associa-
tion of British Colonials in the Far East, founded in 1902, which pro-
moted goodwill among its members, furthered their interests, and helped 
them and their families in times of need. Despite such benefits, some 
Canadians lamented that their country was poorly known and received 
little consideration “at the hands of Britishers.” Yet, Shanghai, with over 
fourteen consulates and at least as many ethnic groups, offered a vibrant 
international life surpassing anything King had seen in sleepy, provincial 
Ottawa. To venture beyond the British world, one had only to jostle in 
the street with Chinese and Japanese or attend functions at the American, 
German, and Swiss clubs. During his visit, in fact, King joined a dozen 
Canadians at a Washington’s birthday ball hosted by the American 
company of the Shanghai Volunteer Corps.47

 The highpoint of King’s visit, however, was a dinner in his honour 
two nights before he left Shanghai. Such was King’s delight at this gath-
ering of eighteen Canadians “from all parts of the Dominion” that he 
briefly put aside his ill will toward its host, the notorious H.J. Craig. 
Despite King’s desire for a simple function, Craig treated the group to a 
lavish soiree in the grand hall of his residence. If he had hoped to in-
gratiate himself with King through such largesse, the strategy seemed to 
have worked. Sitting at the head table, where he admired the decorations 
and special menu embossed with a maple leaf, King felt proud of those 
present, their remarks making him imagine the possibilities of trade with 
China. As the first Canadian official to visit Shanghai (“with the excep-
tion of Mr. MacLean”), his sense of occasion was apparent.48 When he 
returned to his hotel at two o’clock the next morning, he was filled with 
optimism as he pondered the event:

This is the first dinner the Canadians have had in Shanghai, the first in 
fact, in China, and the first, I imagine, in the whole of the Orient ... It 
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was given to me as the first member of a Canadian Parliament to visit 
China. Fifty years from now, I believe, it will be regarded as as little 
worthy of comment for a Canadian to visit Shanghai as it is today for 
a Canadian to visit Paris.49

 The rest of King’s mission proved more sobering. After leaving Shanghai 
on 28 February, he found Nanjing and Hankou far less appealing, with 
their dirty streets and “intolerable” smells. Beijing was an exercise in 
futility because of his failure to reach an agreement on immigration 
and the isolated life of foreigners there. In Manchuria, a tour of former 
battle sites renewed King’s admiration for the victors in the war against 
Russia in 1905 and, in leaving Japan, he was even swept by nostalgia as 
he caught a last glimpse of Mount Fuji. According to British diplomats, 
King’s visit had an excellent effect on Chinese officials, demonstrating 
Canada’s goodwill in seeking to regulate immigration. Moreover, he had 
been “an able and sympathetic” envoy, placing Canada “for the first 
time in direct official communication with China.”50

 Officialdom in Canada, however, was slow to adopt King’s suggestions. 
As a gesture of goodwill, Ottawa relaxed restrictions that summer against 
Chinese students and merchants’ sons, but the move was condemned 
in British Columbia. Alleged irregularities in Chinese immigration 
prompted a royal commission the following year, but, even on the west 
coast, the issue was overshadowed by reciprocity with the United States 
in the 1911 federal election. The new Conservative government of Robert 
Borden did little to improve relations with China, letting the trade office 
in Shanghai languish. At first, the litigious Preston in Yokohama made 
occasional visits to the city, including to the naval yards there, but his 
libel cases and strained nerves soon forced him to leave Japan. In 1909, 
J.B. Jackson, a DTC official in Britain, was appointed to Yokohama, 
making monthly visits to Shanghai as acting commissioner, but misuse 
of funds led to his dismissal in late 1911; he died on the way back to 
Ottawa. The Shanghai office, in fact, would not be adequately staffed 
until 1914.51

Twilight of Empire
By this point, Canadians in Shanghai faced new challenges. The climate 
in the city, as in the rest of China, had become politically charged. Fol-
lowing Japan’s victory over Russia, the first of an Asian over a European 
power, Shanghai’s growing Chinese intelligentsia and middle class called 
for racial equality at home and abroad. In 1905, to protest exclusionary 
laws in the United States, the newly formed Shanghai General Chamber 
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of Commerce led an anti-American boycott, which spread to cities 
across China. Canadian firms capitalized on the situation, seeing a rise 
in Chinese orders for flour and lumber as a new “opening” for trade. 
Later that year, a dispute at the Mixed Court between Chinese and Brit-
ish judges led thousands to protest on Nanjing Road, demanding Chinese 
representation on the SMC. Events turned ugly when an angry mob set 
fire to police headquarters, the city office escaping a similar attack thanks 
to the intervention of the Shanghai Municipal Police and foreign mar-
ines. Several Chinese were killed and many foreigners were injured, 
though Elizabeth MacGillivray was relieved that a rumoured Christmas 
Day massacre did not occur. Nationalism also expressed itself in oppos-
ition to the extension of the international settlement and outrage over 
the opium trade. In response to China’s edict of 1906 to end the trade 
within ten years, Britain agreed to reduce opium exports from India by 
10 percent per year, later declaring such shipments would cease by 1917. 
In 1908, the SMC cancelled one-quarter of opium den licences in the 
settlement, announcing the closure of the remainder by the end of 1909. 
The new national spirit was evident even on the Bund, as Canadian 
missionary Anna Henry noted, with “motors rolling along filled with 
wealthy Chinese, who look quite contemptuously at the foreigner, es-
pecially if he or she happens to be in Chinese dress.”52

 Although China was coming of age, its future was still unclear. Encour-
aged by edicts for educational reform, the MacGillivrays foresaw the end 
of chaos with a spirit like that of light moving “on the face of the wat-
ers.” Three of the nation’s leading visionaries, Sun Yat-sen (Sun Yixian), 
Kang Youwei, and Liang Qichao, proposed reforms based on what they 
had learned abroad. Unlike the latter two, who favoured a constitutional 
monarchy not unlike that which they had seen in Canada in 1898 and 
1903, Sun (who visited Canada in 1897) urged a republican state. Begin-
ning in 1895, he led ten failed uprisings against Qing rule, mainly from 
abroad, where he set up nationalist societies. In 1909, the regime em-
barked on a nine-year program of reform, a project given added urgency 
with the recent deaths of the emperor and empress dowager. Under their 
infant successor, Pu Yi, the first elected provincial assemblies began to 
meet within months. Discontent, continued to grow, however, especially 
over Qing plans to nationalize provincial railways and raise taxes for a 
new army. Matters worsened in 1910 when severe flooding afflicted 
northern Jiangsu and Anhui, leaving famine, disease, and death in its 
wake. Over the next two years, entire crops were destroyed, hundreds 
of thousands died, and millions sought refuge in Shanghai and other 
cities.53

Sample Material © 2011 UBC Press



34 Chasing the Dragon in Shanghai

 If China was indeed “waking up,” as Donald MacGillivray’s society 
predicted a generation earlier, it seemed a rude awakening. Political 
instability, widespread poverty, and natural disaster did not augur well 
for the new China. As secretary of the Shanghai Missionary Association’s 
famine relief committee, MacGillivray sent dire reports to friends and 
benefactors, including his recent visitor, Mackenzie King, as well as to 
the Canadian and American press. After heavy rains again ruined crops 
in early 1911, he renewed his appeal, hoping to raise money during his 
upcoming furlough by speaking to groups across Canada about the 
humanitarian crisis. MacGillivray hardly expected, however, that when 
he and his wife returned to Shanghai the following year, they would 
find a nation in the throes of revolution, a new era only beginning to 
emerge. Only time would tell whether this was to be light or chaos.54
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